
Reception – Plants, Growth and Minibeasts- Knowledge Mat

Text Specific Vocabulary Interesting Books Sticky Knowledge

Earthworm A type of worm found in soil.

❑ What do plants need to grow?

Slithery A smooth, slippery way of moving.

Grit Small loose bits of stone or sand. ❑ How do worms help the plants to grow?

Rotting Something that becomes weak due to 

decay. Example: Experiment by leaving a 

half-eaten apple on the side for a few hours.

Wiggly Wavy lines. ❑ Learn the names of a variety of 
plants/vegetables/minibeasts.

Worm Cast Worm poo! Worms leave their castings which 

are packed full of nutrients for the soil.

Recycle Changing waste into something useful. ❑ How do some animals change? Life 
cycles. (Frog, butterflies, 
chickens/ducks)Tunnel An underground passageway.

❑ Order life cycle changes.

Dangerous Something that is going to cause harm or an 

injury.

Skin Skin is the soft tissue covering your body. 

Worms have skin just like us.
❑ Compare and discuss features of 

different minibeasts. Worms, spiders, 
bees and caterpillars.Stamped Giant steps hard on the ground. 

Disappear Something has gone. It has vanished. You 

can’t see it anymore.
❑ Understand and explore vocabulary 

relating to topic…
Growth, seeds, leaves, flower, stem, life 
cycle, emerge, chrysalis, adult, young, 
hatch, eggs, hatch, insect, stages.

Bristles A very short hair on an animal’s skin. They help 

the worm to move. 
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