T B el

/4

e

Jabberwocky

o\

. /
4 N
s

Lewis Carroll (1871)

"Twas brillig, and the slithy toves
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe:
All mimsy were the borogoves,
And the mome raths outgrabe:

“Beware the Jabberwock, my son!

The jaws that bite, the claws that catch!

Beware the Jubjub bird, and shun
The frumious Bandersnatch!”

He took his vorpal sword in hand;
Long time the manxome foe he sought—
So rested he by the Tumtum tree
And stood awhile in thought.

And, as in uffish thought he stood,
The Jabberwock, with eyes of flame,
Came whiffling through the tulgey wood,
And burbled as it came!

One, two! One, two! And through and through
The vorpal blade went snicker-snack!
He left it dead, and with its head
He went galumphing back.

“And hast thou slain the Jabberwock?
Come to my arms, my beamish boy!
O frabjous day! Callooh! Callay!
He chortled in his joy.

‘Twas brillig, and the slithy toves
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe:
All mimsy were the borogoves,
And the mome raths outgrabe.
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Jabberwocky

Questions

1. What did the character do by the Tumtum tree? Tick one.
O laughed
O climbed
O rushed
O rested

2. What is the Jubjub? Tick one.
O aweapon
O atree
O abird
O adog

3. Give two examples of rhyming words from the first stanza.

4. Look at the second stanza.

Find and copy one word which shows that the father is warning his son to be careful.

5. Fill in the missing word.

He in his joy.

6. He went galumphing back.
What impression do you think the word galumphing gives about the way that the
character moved?

7. Explain why you think the poet, Lewis Carroll, used a lot of nonsense words.
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8. Summarise what you think the poem is about.

Jabberwocky
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Jabberwocky

Answers

. What did the character do by the Tumtum tree? Tick one.
@ rested

. What is the Jubjub? Tick one.
@ abird

. Give two examples of rhyming words from the first stanza.
Accept any two of the following rhyming pairs: toves/borogroves; wabe/outgrabe.

. Look at the second stanza.

Find and copy one word which shows that the father is warning his son to be careful.
beware

. Fill in the missing word.

He chortled in his joy.

. He went galumphing back.

What impression do you think the word galumphing gives about the way that the
character moved?

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think the word galumphing gives the impression that
the character was heavy-footed but moved quite quickly.

. Explain why you think the poet, Lewis Carroll, used a lot of nonsense words.

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think the poet, Lewis Carroll, used a lot of nonsense
words because he was showing how language is creative and people can use their
inference skills to guess what is happening even if they don’t know the exact meaning of
the words.

. Summarise what you think the poem is about.
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think the poem is about a boy who battles a creature
called the Jabberwock and he wins the fight.
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Jabberwocky

Questions

. Who battles the Jabberwock? Tick one.

O the father
O the mother
O the daughter
O theson

. Which word is closest in meaning to the word foe? Tick one.
O hero

O enemy
O animal

O forest

. What did the character use to fight the Jabberwock?

. Look at the third stanza.

Find and copy one word which means the same as ‘searched’.

. Fill in the missing word.

He went back.

. Why do you think the character needed to rest by the Tumtum tree?

. He chortled in his joy.

What impression does the word chortled give us about how the character was feeling?
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Jabberwocky

8. Compare how the language in this poem is different from the language that we use today.

9. Describe the Jabberwock creature in two words and give reasons for your answer.
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Jabberwocky

Answers

. Who battles the Jabberwock? Tick one.
@ theson

. Which word is closest in meaning to the word foe? Tick one.
@ enemy

. What did the character use to fight the Jabberwock?
Accept either of the following: The character used a vorpal blade to fight the
Jabberwock; The character used a vorpal sword to fight the Jabberwock.

. Look at the third stanza.

Find and copy one word which means the same as ‘searched’.
sought

. Fill in the missing word.

He went galumphing back.

. Why do you think the character needed to rest by the Tumtum tree?

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think the character needed to rest by the Tumtum tree
because he had been searching for the Jabberwock for a long time. I know this because
the poet says, ‘Long time the manxome foe he sought’.

. He chortled in his joy.

What impression does the word chortled give us about how the character was feeling?
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think the word chortled gives the impression that the
character was happy after his son’s victory and laughing loudly.

. Compare how the language in this poem is different from the language that we use today.
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think the language in this poem is different from the
language that we use today as there are some old English expressions and a lot of made-
up words, such as ‘frumious’, because it is a nonsense poem

. Describe the Jabberwock creature in two words and give reasons for your answer.

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think the Jabberwock creature is angry because it is
described as having ‘eyes of flame'. I also think that the Jabberwock is vicious because
it says, ‘the jaws that bite, the claws that catch’.
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Jabberwocky

Questions

1. Where is the poem set? Tick one.
O woods
O beach
O castle
O river

2. Which word is closest in meaning to the word shun? Tick one.
O jump
O trap
O avoid
O push

3. What did the son do as he rested by the Tumtum tree?

4. Look at the third stanza.
Find and copy one word which means the same as ‘enemy’.

5. Look at the second stanza.
Give two examples of things that you learn about the Jabberwock'’s appearance.

6. Why do you think the poet, Lewis Carroll, chose to repeat the first and last stanza?

7. The Jabberwock, with eyes of flame,
Came whiffling through the tulgey wood,
What impression does the phrase eyes of flame give about the Jabberwock?
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Jabberwocky

8. Describe the father in the poem in two words and give reasons for your answer.

9. Why do you think ‘Jabberwocky’ is still being studied by pupils today many years after it
was written?

10. Compare how this poem is similar to another myth or fairy tale that you have read.
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Jabberwocky

Answers

1. Where is the poem set? Tick one.
@ woods

2. Which word is closest in meaning to the word shun? Tick one.
@ avoid

3. What did the son do as he rested by the Tumtum tree?
The son ‘stood awhile in thought’ as he rested by the Tumtum tree.

4. Look at the third stanza.
Find and copy one word which means the same as ‘enemy’.

foe

5. Look at the second stanza.
Give two examples of things that you learn about the Jabberwock’s appearance.

The Jabberwock has ‘jaws that bite’; The Jabberwock has ‘claws that catch’.

6. Why do you think the poet, Lewis Carroll, chose to repeat the first and last stanza?
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think the poet chose to repeat the first and last stanza
because it shows that even though a big event has happened in the poem, life will
continue as it was before.

7. The Jabberwock, with eyes of flame,
Came whiffling through the tulgey wood,
What impression does the phrase eyes of flame give about the Jabberwock?
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think the phrase ‘eyes of flame’ gives the impression
that the Jabberwock is raging and angry. I think this creates the impression that he is
terrifying.

8. Describe the father in the poem in two words and give reasons for your answer.
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think that the father in the poem is worried because he
warns his son to beware of the Jabberwock. I also think that he is proud when his son
defeats the creature because he says, ‘Come to my arms, my beamish boy!’

9. Why do you think ‘Jabberwocky’ is still being studied by pupils today many years after it
was written?
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think ‘Jabberwocky’ is still being studied by pupils
today because it helps children use their inference skills to decode unfamiliar language.

10. Compare how this poem is similar to another myth or fairy tale that you have read.
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think this poem is similar to the myth of Saint George
and his battle with the dragon. The character in ‘Jabberwocky' has a battle with a
fierce creature like Saint George fighting the dragon.
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