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St Thomos’s

Guided Reading Policy for Reception and Key Stage One

Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to outline the approach to guided reading in Reception and Key
Stage One, using Unlocking Letters and Sounds, to ensure all students develop strong
foundational reading skills in line with the national curriculum.

Aims

To foster a love of reading and literature from an early age.

To develop students’ phonics knowledge, decoding skills, and reading fluency.

To ensure all students can access and engage with high-quality texts.

To provide a structured approach to reading that supports the national curriculum
objectives.

Implementation
1. Phonics Instruction

Use Unlocking Letters and Sounds, a systematic synthetic phonics (SSP) program, to
teach early reading and writing skills.

Follow the progression outlined in Unlocking Letters and Sounds, covering Phases 2 to
5, with additional opportunities for structured revision and spelling development.
Integrate phonics instruction into daily lessons, ensuring consistency and fidelity to
the program.

2. Guided Reading Sessions

Conduct guided reading sessions at least once a week for each child, using the book
matching chart and planning provided by Unlocking Letters and Sounds.

Group students by reading ability to ensure they are reading texts with 90% accuracy.
Focus on teaching and practicing decoding, fluency, and prosody during these
sessions.

3. Session Structure

Each guided reading session will last 20-30 minutes and include:

A brief introduction to the text, discussing key vocabulary and predicting
content.

Reading the text aloud, with teacher support as needed.

Discussing the text, focusing on comprehension, inference, and critical
thinking.

Revisiting challenging words and practicing decoding strategies.

4. Assessment and Feedback

Use ongoing formative assessments during each lesson to monitor students’

Progress.

Conduct summative assessments every 2-3 weeks to evaluate recent learning and
inform future instruction.

Provide timely and constructive feedback to help students improve their reading skills.



5. Differentiation
¢ Differentiate instruction to meet the diverse needs of all students, including those with
special educational needs and those who are more able.
¢ Provide additional support or extension activities as needed to ensure all students can
access the texts and succeed in their reading.

6. Resources
e Utilize the digital lessons, session notes, and handwriting resources provided by
Unlocking Letters and Sounds to support planning and teachingl
e Ensure access to a variety of texts, including digital resources, to enhance reading
experience.

7. Parental Involvement

e Encourage parents to support their children’s reading at home by providing guidance
and resources.

e Communicate regularly with parents about their child’s progress and ways they can
help at home.

¢ Monitoring and Review

e The implementation of this policy will be monitored by the Phonics and early Reading

e Lead and senior leadership team.

e Regular reviews will be conducted to ensure the policy remains effective and up-to date with
current educational practices and curriculum requirements

"

The Sycamore
Church of England
Trust




