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Reception Long Term Plan 
 

Reception Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Planned 
Themes 

 

All About Me! 
 

Homes and 
Communities 

 

Festivals  
Home and Around the 

World 
Do all children 

celebrate the same 
things? 

 

Traditional Tales 
Let’s become 

storytellers and 
authors. 

 
 

Minibeasts, Life-cycles, 
Change and Growth 

 
 

Let’s Journey 
Around Our World 

habitats  
 Oceans, Rainforests 
Deserts and Space! 

 

People Who Inspire 
Us 

 
Celebrating 

achievements 
 

Personal, 
Social and 
Emotional 

Development 
(not 

progressive) 

Build 
constructive and 

respectful 
relationships 
Manage own 

needs 

Begin to see themselves 
as valuable individuals  
Express feelings and 
consider feelings of 

others 

Identify and moderate 
own feelings 

Senses 
Think about 

perspective of others 
 

Sense of Responsibility 
Exploring Sensations  

Regulating their own feelings 

Regulate own 
behaviour and work 
towards own goals 
Focused attention 

Regulate own 
behaviour and work 
towards own goals 
Focused attention 

 

Communicatio
n and 
Language 

In order to support Communication and Language we: 
Allow for the children to engage in numerous high quality conversations with their peers and with adults each day 

Provide a language rich environment 
Build language effectively through noticing, commenting and echoing back to children on what they are interested in 

Read frequently to children and engage them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and then provide them with opportunities to use and 
embed new words 

Promote story telling and role play where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, children therefore become confident 
to use a range of vocab and language structures 

Communicatio
n and 

Language 
Wellcomm 
assessments 
and 
interventions to 
support 
development of 
CAL  
Screen of 
Abstract 

Introduce 
Makaton signs 

to support 
vocabulary 

development 
Model listening 
and attention 
and build these 
skills. Engage in 

story times 
Develop social 

phrases 

Continue to develop 
vocabulary and provide 

opportunities to use 
new words. 

 Encourage chn to ask 
questions.  

Chn begin to articulate 
ideas and thoughts 

and use talk to 
organise thinking.  

Listen to and talk 
about stories to build 

understanding.  
 

Retell stories and gain 
deep familiarity with 

texts using exact 
repetition and some in 

own words. Help to 
create traditional tale 

story maps and make 
own 

Learn rhymes, poems and 
songs 

Engage in non-fiction 
books about minibeasts 
Develop topic specific 

vocab 
Use new vocab in different 

contexts 
Describe events in some 

detail connecting ideas or 
actions using a range of 

connectives 

Listen to and talk 
about selected non- 
fiction to develop a 

deep familiarity with 
new knowledge and 

vocabulary 
Develop topic specific 

vocab linked to 
journeys around the 

world 

Articulate ideas and 
thoughts in well- 

formed sentences 
Use new vocabulary 
throughout the day.  
Ask questions to 

find out more 
Use talk to work out 

problems and 
organise thinking. 
Explain how things 
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Understanding 
to baseline chn 
in blank levels 
strategies to 
support 
development of 
CAL 
Makaton 

Talk about 
familiar topic of 
self and family 

Listen to rhymes and 
songs paying attention 

to how they sound 
Children to use 

broadening range of 
vocab around 

broadening 
understanding of the 

world 

work and why they 
happen 

Curriculum 
Bonanza to act as 
an opportunity for 
chn to showcase 
achievement of 

ELGs 

Phonics 
See prog plan 

Letters and 
Sounds 
Phase 2 

Learn all letter 
sets 

Letters and sounds 
Phase 2/3 

Blend and segment 
CVC Words 

Letters and Sounds  
Phase 3 Mastery 

Captions including 
CEW and some Ph 3 

digraphs 
 

Letters and Sounds  
Phase 3 Mastery 

Beginning to write simple 
sentences using CEW and 

Ph2/3 graphemes 
 

Letters and Sounds  
Phase 4 

ELG 
Write simple phrases 
and sentences that 

can be read by others 

Letters and Sounds 
Phase 4  

ELG 
Write simple phrases 
and sentences that 

can be read by 
others 

Literacy Tree 
Core Texts 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional 
texts will be 
used linked to 
topics/interests 
 
Story time- 
daily reading  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

                              
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Maths 
NCETM 

 

Pupils will build on previous 
experiences of number from their 
home and nursery environments 
and further develop their subitising 
and counting skills. They will explore 

Pupils will continue to develop their subitising 
and counting skills and explore the 
composition of numbers within and beyond 5. 
They will begin to identify when two sets are 
equal or unequal and connect two equal 

Pupils will consolidate their counting 
skills, counting to larger numbers and 
developing a wider range of counting 
strategies. They will secure knowledge 
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the composition of numbers within 
5. They will begin to compare sets 
of objects and use the language of 
comparison. 

groups to doubles. They will begin to connect 
quantities to numerals. 

of number facts through varied 
practice. 

Science 
What an EYFS 
Scientist needs 
to understand 

That there are changes in the natural world through the seasons; 
That there are similarities and differences in the natural world. 
That there are key words/vocabulary associated with science; 

That the world is made up of different animals and plants; 
There are important processes and changes that happen;  

Use a range of  
Scientific equipment to help them develop their lines of enquiry. 

How science is used to help us. 

Science 
 

 

Humans 
Describe people 

who are familiar to 
them 

 Learn about how 
to take care of 

themselves 
 

Parts of the body 

Sound 
Listen to sounds outside 
and identify the source 

Make sounds 

Forces 
Explore how to change 

how things work 
 Explore how the wind 

can move objects  
Explore how objects 

move in water 

Living Things and their 
Habitats 

Explore the plants in the 
surrounding natural 

environment  
Explore the animals in the 

surrounding natural 
environment 

Explore plants and animals in a 
contrasting natural environment 

 
Materials  

Explore a range of materials, 
including natural materials 

 Make objects from different 
materials, including natural 

materials 
Observe, measure and record 
how materials change when 

heated  
and cooled 

Compare how materials change 
over time and in different 

conditions 

Animals Excluding 
Humans 

Name and describe 
animals that live in 
different habitats.  
 Describe different 

habitats 
 

Light 
 

Exploring shadows 
Exploring Rainbows 

 
Earth and Space 

Learn about the Earth, 
Sun, Moon, planets and 

stars 
 Learn about space 

travel 

 Across the Year 
Play and explore outside in all seasons and in different weather 

Observe living things throughout the year 
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DT 
  
 
 
 
 

 

DT 

Junk Modelling 

 

Seasonal change 

Autumn Week 

 

 

Health Week 

Our Bodies 
Usborne 

 

DT 

Food – Bread making 

(Link to Hanukkah) 

 

Seasonal change 

Autumn to Winter 

 

 

 

 

DT  

Sewing Gingerbread Men 

- Provision 

 

Seasonal change  

Winter  

 

 

 

 

DT 

Investigating/designing and 

making boats. Testing. 

 

 

Seasonal change 

Winter to Spring  

treasure sticks 

 

DT 

 

Exploring ways of joining 

and using tools 

(Habitats) 

 

Seasonal change 

Spring to Summer 

 

 

 

 

 

Seasonal change 

Summer 

 

Architect link – Zaha 

Hadid (designing and 

creating own buildings) 

 

Revisit key learning in 
our floor book 

Geography 
What an EYFS 
Geographer 

needs to 
understand 

Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos. 
Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things. 

 Draw information from a simple map. 
Understand that some places are special to members of their community. 

Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries. 
Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live. 
Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them. 

Geography 
 

 
 

My World 
Where do I live? 
Who lives near 

to me? 
 

How do we get to Bury 
town centre? 

Route to the Cenotaph 
in Bury 

Map and key 
Festivals and 

celebrations around the 
world 

Chinese New Year 
Diwali 

Maps 
 

Draw maps of 
characters’ journeys eg 

LRRH 
Story maps 

Which minibeasts can we 
find in our local area? 

Explore school, farm, river 
and park 

Contrast to minibeasts found 
around the world 

What is the world’s largest 
spider?  

 

The Wider World 
Locate ‘shark 

hotspots’ 
 

Life of a child in 
different countries 
Using maps and 

globes 
Drawing own maps 

Revisit key 
Geography learning 
through floor books 

Revisit key 
vocabulary 

Where have we 
been and who have 

we met? 
 
Links to current 
sporting events or 
world news 

History 
What an EYFS 

Historian 
needs to 

understand 

Develop a sense of now and in the past 
That there are key words/vocabulary associated with the passage of time; 

That the passage of time changes us all; 
That the passage of time changes the world around us; 

We need to change what we do/wear in response to the passage of time;  
That events/celebrations take place at specific points of the year. 
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History 
 

History 
Association 

EYFS schemes 
of work 

available to 
link into key 

learning 

How have I 
changed since 
I was a baby? 

Days of the 
week 
Visual 

Timetables  
Yesterday, 

today, 
tomorrow, next 

week etc 
Begin wall 
calendar 

Birthdays 

What are our favourite 
celebrations each 

year? 
Introduce significant 
events in the past 

Remembrance 
Diwali 

Christmas 
 

Why do we wear different clothes during the year? 
Passing of time through seasonal change 

Winter into spring 
 

     
 

Who were the great 
explorers? 
Significant 
Individuals 

Mae Jemison 
Amelia Earhart 

 
Shark Lady  

Eugenie Clark 
 
 
 

We can do 
anything! 
Discuss 

achievements of 
Figures from the past  

Celebration of 
women 

Draw a timeline of 
our time in YR 
What have we 

learned? 
Curriculum Bonanza! 

Art  
Workshop in 
provision 
supports 
independent 
application of 
skills 

Art Week 
Self-portraits for 

We are One 
Family 

Autumn objects 
Leaf rubbings 

Kapow – 
Marvellous 

Marks 
 

Bonfire and fireworks 
Rangoli patterns 

Hannukah 
Christmas 

Outdoor large scale 
patterns 

Printing and pattern 
wrapping paper design 

Colour mixing 
Changing colours 

 

Story maps 
Story sticks 

Puppets and sets 
Kapow - 3D 

landscapes and 
sculptures 

 
 

Let’s get crafty 
Cutting, threading and 

joining materials 
Petal Mandala Suncatchers 

 
Matisse – The Snail 

 

Observational 
drawings of land and 

sea animals 
Sea life  

Beach life 
Collage, pastels and 

chalks 
Salt paintings 

 

Children use skills 
learned to confidently 

draw, paint, sculpt, 
collage 

independently in the 
provision 

Music 
Bury Music 

Service 
Singing 

Assembly 
Tuesday 

Music and me Music and me Jack and the Beanstalk Our World Percussion 
Instruments 

Rhythm and Beat  

 
Physical 

Development 

Develop the overall body strength, co-ordination, balance, and agility needed to engage successfully with future physical education sessions and other 
physical disciplines including dance, gymnastics, sport, and swimming. Develop fine motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, 
safely, and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks, and spoon. Use their core muscle 
strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor. Develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination, and agility 

 Further develop 
the skills they 

need to manage 

Revise and refine the 
fundamental movement 
skills they have already 

Further develop and 
refine a range of ball 

skills including 

Know and talk about the 
different factors that support 

their overall health and 

Combine different 
movements with ease 
and fluency Develop 

Confidently and 
safely use a range of 

large and small 
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the school day 
successfully: 
lining up and 

queuing, 
mealtimes, 

personal hygiene  
Set up Funky 

Finger activities 
to develop fine 

motor 
Pencil grip and 
scissor skills 

acquired: rolling, 
crawling, walking, 
jumping, running, 
hopping, skipping, 

Climbing.  
Continue to develop fine 

motor skills 
Plan for skill 

development in the 
classroom areas 

throwing, catching, 
kicking, passing, 

batting, and aiming. 
Develop confidence, 

competence, precision, 
and accuracy when 

engaging in activities 
that involve a ball. 

wellbeing: regular physical 
activity, healthy eating, 
toothbrushing, sensible 

amounts of ‘screen time’, 
having a good sleep routine, 

being a safe pedestrian 

the foundations of a 
handwriting style 

which is fast, accurate 
and efficient. 

apparatus 
independently 

indoors and outside 
and in a group. 

Plan activities 
where chn 
showcase skills 
learnt. Teach 
Nursery children 
how to use tools 
etc 

Religious 
Education 
PSED link 

Reflection Area 

Why is the word 
God special to 

Christians? 

Why is Christmas special 
to Christians?  

Being special: Where do 
we belong? 

 

Why is Easter special to 

Christians? 

Places of Worship - 
Which places are special 

and why? 

Which stories are 
special and why?  

Active 
Citizenship 

How can we be 
good citizens? 

 
 

Mother 
Theresa  

Maya Angelou 
Emmeline 
Pankhurst 

LPBD 
 

Community – 

Events to bring 

people together. 

Parent Workshops 

Recycling – Local 

area 

 

Community – Caring for 

others 

Making links with Holy 

Court 

Pen Pals  

Singing/Stories 

Remembrance  

What makes a good 
citizen?  

Knowing right from 
wrong? 

 
Should Goldilocks have 
gone into the house? 
 
Was the wolf kind?  

 

Sustainability  

- Bug houses 

- Reception garden  

Endangered species 
Sponsorship – Raising 
the profile of 
endangered species. 
Sponsored Walk around 
the local area dressed as 
animals. 

Equality 
 

How can we help 
others that are less 
fortunate so that they 
can achieve their full 
potential? 
Shoebox gifts – Charity 
donations. 

British Values 

 

Democracy: making decisions together: 
✓ Encourage children to see their role in the bigger picture, encouraging children to know their views count, value each other’s views and values 

and talk about their feelings. Demonstrate democracy in action, for example, children sharing views on what the theme of their role play area 
could be with a show of hands.   

✓ Provide activities that involve turn-taking, sharing and collaboration. Children will be given opportunities to develop enquiring minds in an 
atmosphere where questions are valued. 

Rule of law: understanding rules matter  
✓ Ensure that children understand their own and others’ behaviour and its consequences, and learn to distinguish right from wrong.  
✓ Collaborate with children to create the rules and the codes of behaviour e.g. to agree the rules about tidying up  

Individual liberty: freedom for all 
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✓ Children will develop a positive sense of themselves. Provide opportunities for children to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and 
increase their confidence in their own abilities, for example through allowing children to take risks. 

✓ Offer a range of experiences that allow children to explore the language of feelings and responsibility, reflect on their differences and 
understand we are free to have different opinions. 

Mutual respect and tolerance: treat others as you want to be treated 
✓ Create an ethos of inclusivity and tolerance where views, faiths, cultures and races are valued and children are engaged with the wider 

community. To know about similarities and differences between themselves and others and among families, faiths, communities, cultures and 
traditions and share and discuss practices, celebrations and experiences  

✓ To encourage and explain the importance of tolerant behaviour such as sharing and respecting other’s opinions 
Promote diverse attitudes and challenge stereotypes, e.g. sharing stories that reflect and value the diversity of children’s experiences and providing 

resources and activities that challenge gender, cultural and racial stereotyping.  

Parental 
Involvement 

Workshop: 
How can I 
support my 
child with 
reading at 
home? 
Phonics and 
Early Reading 
Stay and Play: 
phonics games 
and opportunity 
to read with 
child 
Introduction to 
Makaton 
Macmillan 
Coffee Morning 

Workshop: How can I 
support my child with 
maths at home? 
Early Maths 
Discussion around six 
main areas of maths 
and how parents can 
help at home 
Stay and Play 
Opportunity to play with 
children using 
manipulatives and 
representations 
Christmas Nativity 

Workshop: How can I 
support my child’s 
language at home? 
Communication and 
Language 
Sharing ideas and 
discussing Makaton 
signs 
Stay and Play 
Opportunity to come in 
and read with their 
children  

Workshop: How can I use 

books to teach knowledge 

of the world? 

Understanding of the 

World/Literacy 

How to spot learning 

opportunities in books and 

how to use children’s 

interests  

Stay and Play: parents 

come in and help to make 

bird feeders and bug hotels 

To be planned for 
need of parents 
 
 
 
 

To be planned for 
need of parents 
 
 
Sports Day:  
 
EYFS Have Got 
Talent: Parents 
come and watch their 
chn showcase skills  


