
 

 

 

Geography policy 

‘The study of geography is about more than just memorising places on a map. It’s about understanding 

the complexity of our world, appreciating the diversity of cultures that exists across continents.’ (Barack 

Obama) 

 

The Importance of Geography  

At St Thomas’s Primary School, we believe Geography is at the centre of our curriculum design ‘Where are 

we going? Who are we going to meet?’. It is an important part of the curriculum where pupils can become 

engaged and develop key skills. Geography is an exciting, relevant subject which can be seen in action in 

the daily lives of our pupils. There are many cross-curricular links to ensure pupils are able to see the 

subject in context of themselves and the lives of the community around them and the wider world, 

developing their ideas of global citizenship. Our geography curriculum aims to deliver opportunities and 

experiences that our children may not be able to access outside of school. We aim to develop the curiosity 

our children have about the wider world. 

Geography teaches an understanding of location, place knowledge, human and physical features and 

geographical skills and fieldwork, in line with the national curriculum. Through their work in geography, 

children learn about their area and compare their life in this locality to other regions in the United Kingdom 

and in the wider world. Through their growing knowledge and understanding of human and physical 

geography, our children gain an appreciation of the wider world and the people in it. Alongside learning 

about the physical and human geography, children will develop skills of research, investigation, analysis 

and problem solving. We believe our geography curriculum provides our children with the knowledge and 

skills which they will need as they move through school and to the next stage of their educational journey 

to secondary school. 

 

Key Aims of Geography 

At St Thomas’s, we want to inspire our pupils to be curious about the wider world, allow them to believe 

our world has been filled with wonderful and fascinating things and want them to achieve a strong 

geographical understanding. 

We believe that our geography curriculum ensures the children will meet the following aims: 

• to gain knowledge and understanding of places in the wider world; 

• to increase children’s knowledge of other cultures and, in doing so teach a respect and 

understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural country; 

•  to allow children to learn graphic skills including how to use, draw and interpret maps;  

•  to enable children to know and understand environmental problems and world events at a local, 

regional and global level;  

•  to develop a variety of other skills including those of enquiry, problem solving, ICT, investigation 

and how to present their conclusions in the most appropriate way;  



•  to acquire skills in carrying out observations and in collecting, organising, recording and retrieving 

information as part of an enquiry. To be able to use a variety of sources to find information. To be 

able to communicate their findings in various ways. 

 

Teaching and Learning Style 

 In our humanities subjects, we have developed golden threads and key concepts which we visit during 

each topic. This is to enable consolidation of geographical learning and allows the children to build on this 

as they progress through school. We share these key concepts and golden threads amongst staff and pupils 

so they can make links between their learning. The key concepts are location, place and techniques. These 

concepts are followed through every topic that is taught. Our golden threads are physical and human 

features and processes. Our curriculum is designed to ensure all golden threads are covered and show 

progression. We believe in whole-class quality first teach which is inclusive to all our children. Within our 

lessons, we include enquiry-based research activities. We encourage children to have curiosity for the wide 

world and ask as well as answer geographical questions. We offer them the opportunity to use a variety of 

data such as maps, statistics, graphs, pictures and aerial photographs, and we enable them to use IT in 

geography lessons where this enhances their learning. Staff are responsible for planning and implementing 

engaging lessons with purposeful activities to enable a deeper understanding for all learners. They engage 

in fieldwork activities each term and aim to link to their termly focus, when appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography Curriculum Planning 

 We use a range of resources to enhance our geography curriculum and so staff can deliver purposeful and 

engaging lessons. We have created a progression of skills document in order to ensure careful monitoring 

of the coverage and progression of key geographical skills, knowledge and understanding throughout EYFS, 

KS1 and KS2. Our curriculum planning is in two phases, namely long-term and medium-term planning. The 

subject leader works together with each year group and the progress model provides the long -term 

overview and the medium-term plans for implementing in year groups. The medium-term plans list specific 

learning objectives and the desired outcomes for each topic focus. The geography subject leader reviews 

plans on a termly basis to ensure coverage of the golden threads. All staff are responsible for ensuring their 

medium term plan is present on the shared drive so subject leaders can access when needed. We are an 

inclusive school and differentiation is incorporated into planning so that the children build on prior 

learning, giving children of all abilities the opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and 

understanding.  

It is the responsibility of the teacher to make sure that resources used in lessons make direct links to the 

golden threads for each topic. Subject leads will monitor golden threads and ensure they are being met 

in each year group. 



Implementation Teaching of Geography  

Early Years Foundation Stage  

In EYFS, pupils learn about geography within the EYFS curriculum ‘Understanding the World’. Although 

they follow UTW, they still cover the key concepts and golden threads followed by the rest of the school. 

This is ensure they become curious about the wider world and start to develop some geographical skills 

which will prepare them for KS1.  

 

KS1  

Key Stage 1 pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They 

should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin 

to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness.  

In KS1, they will learn to… 

 • name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  

• name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom 

and its surrounding seas  

• understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography 

of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country  

• identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold 

areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles  

• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human and physical features.  

• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the 

countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage  

• use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language to 

describe the location of features and routes on a map.  

 

KS2  

Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United 

Kingdom, Europe, North and South America and Oceania. This will include the location and characteristics 

of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of 

geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge.  

In KS2, they will learn… 

 • locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North 

and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 

countries, and major cities.  

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 

human and physical characteristics, key topographical features and land-use patterns; and understand how 

some of these aspects have changed over time. 



 • identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian and time zones (including day and night).  

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography 

of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South 

America.  

• describe and understand key aspects of physical and human geography.  

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied.  

• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use 

of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world.  

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area 

using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

 

The Contribution of Geography to Teaching in Other Areas  

Our curriculum enables us to teach in a cross curricular manner where appropriate and purposeful. 

Throughout school, geography is taught both discretely and in a cross-curricular way.  

English 

Our geography curriculum contributes to the teaching of English by ensuring that children have the 

opportunity to work on their reading, writing, speaking and listening skills within geography sessions. 

Teachers are expected to ensure that there is opportunity for the children to complete extended writing 

pieces in their geography sessions. Our English scheme makes links to Geography content where 

appropriate. As an example, Year 6 study texts exploring journeys and migration.   

Maths  

The teaching of geography in our school contributes to children’s mathematical understanding in a variety 

of ways. We teach the children how to represent objects with maps. The children study space, scale and 

distance, and they learn how to use four- and six figure grid references. They also use graphs to explore, 

analyse and illustrate a variety of data.  

Computing  

Information and Communication Technology enhances our teaching of geography, wherever appropriate, 

in each key stage. Children use IT to enhance their skills in data handling and in presenting written work. 

The subject lead will be looking closely at how teachers are ensuring appropriate use of IT in geography 

lesson to enhance the children’s learning. They can research information through the Internet. Through 

the use of Digi Maps, the children can explore the use of maps using IT.  

Life Education 

Geography contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social and health education and 

citizenship. Firstly, the subject matter lends itself to raising matters of citizenship and social welfare. For 

example, children study the way in which people recycle material, and how environments are changed for 

better or for worse. Secondly, the nature of the subject means that children have the opportunity to take 



part in debates and discussions. Thus, geography in our school promotes the concept of positive 

citizenship. This allows children to make links between their Life Education lessons and to their UNICEF 

rights of a child. 

Spirituality 

Our geography curriculum gives children the opportunity to learn about who they are and allows them to 

develop spiritually. By immersing them in the wonders of the natural world and instilling a sense of awe 

and wonder for the diverse landscapes, ecosystems, and cultures that exist beyond their immediate 

surroundings, it encourages a deeper connection to the planet.  

 

Expectations  

Displays and presence in the classroom 

 As geography is a driver for our curriculum ‘Where are we going? Who are we going to meet?’, it is 

important this is adopted in each classroom. Classrooms are required to demonstrate where they have 

been in their classroom. This is to enable the children to have a visual prompt of where they have visited. 

When referring to where they have been, this could be within their geography lessons or other areas of the 

curriculum. As an example, classrooms will show you where artists have come from through art and where 

historical events have taken place around the world across time. 

There is no longer a requirement to have a designated geography display linked to your focus in 

geography. However, you may find that you would like to display work linked to your geography topic in 

the form of celebrating your children’s work. 

Although there is no expectation for a working wall for geography, it is essential you display the golden 

thread badges for geography somewhere in your classroom so they are still a visual reminder for the 

children in your class. 

Presentation of books 

At St Thomas’s, we ensure our children feel pride and responsibility when it comes to their presentation in 

their books. 

At the start of each term, the cover page must be stuck in before each topic is started. This must consist of 

topic name and where are we going. 

In each book, dates and targets should be present for each lesson where work is being produced in the 

floor book. To allow the school to be consistent, dates and targets must be stuck in books with the image 

of the golden thread badge next to it, for example: 

 

 

 

In line with the presentation policy, only pencil crayons will be used in geography books and not felt tips. 

Marking in geography books 
Teachers will mark work against the targets set for the lesson. They will use the following number system 
for each piece of independent work. Marking will all be completed in red pen.  
 



1. I am working towards my target  
2. I have achieved my target  
3. I am working at Greater Depth 

 
Children should be given time to go back to their previous lesson work to correct spelling of geographical 
vocabulary and answer any questions written by the teacher as a follow up to their response in the lesson.  

 

Use of the floor book 

Geography learning should be present within your floor book to show class or group activities. As a 

minimum, their should be evidence of your fieldwork for each term in your floor book. When geography 

work is shown in the floor book, golden thread badges should be present. The subject lead will monitor 

the geography work in floor books each term. 

 

Differentiation  

At St Thomas, we believe that we deliver quality first teach whilst teaching our geography curriculum to 

ensure all of our pupils can progress and gain a geographical understanding. All teachers allow children to 

progress through the geography curriculum by setting tasks in each lesson which is purposeful and allows 

the children to demonstrate their new learning. If needed, staff will adapt tasks to allow children with 

additional needs to access the learning. The use of IT is encouraged to help these learners demonstrate 

their learning. We ensure that we have high expectations for all of our pupils in our geography lessons. 

 

Assessment and Recording  

In geography, we use both formative and summative assessment to aid our judgements of the children’s 

work and geographical understanding. Our assessments of the children’s geographical understanding is 

collated over the term’s work and through observations in our lessons. We ensure our planning is 

consistent and matches the abilities of the classes we teach.  

At the end of each unit of work, the teachers are expected to allow the children the time to reflect on their 

learning and demonstrate their understanding.  

They could complete one of the following assessment tasks at the end of each term:  

• Presentation to another class or your own  

• Writing piece (double page spread, leaflet)  

• Green screen presentations 

 • Quizzing (Kahoot, Socrative) 

• Group or individual contribution to a Padlet 

Subject leads are responsible for monitoring assessment and making sure it is being completed in some 

form at the end of each term geography is taught. 

 

 



Resources  

We have sufficient resources in our school to be able to teach all the geography units of work. The 

resources are to be used where appropriate to the current topic being taught. IT equipment is also 

encouraged to be used if it will benefit the children and their geographical understanding. Recently, we 

have invested in Digi maps to support teachers in using digital maps.  

In school, we also have a differentiated set of atlases which can be used to support your geography 

lessons. Please make sure you are using the correct atlases for your key stage. 

EYFS/KS1 – Collins First Atlas 

LKS2 – Collins Primary Atlas 

UKS2 – Collins Junior Atlas 

 

 

Fieldwork 

“The world is not in your books and maps, it’s out there.” 

 

 In our high-quality geography curriculum, staff introduce pupils to different types of mapping, including 

topological and thematic mapping, as they progress through Key Stage 2. A high-quality geography 

curriculum also includes sufficient opportunity for pupils to practise:  

• decoding information from maps  

• constructing (or encoding) maps  

• analysing distributions and relationships  

• route-finding 

• interpreting the information to draw conclusion. 

 

Geographical skills allows them to gather, analyse, present and interpret spatial information. In doing so, 

they are adept at identifying patterns and trends. Pupils have the specific skills they need to represent and 

interpret geographical data. These skills are integrated into the curriculum so that pupils understand their 

application. Repeated practice of geographical skills improves pupils’ fluency and accuracy.  

Fieldwork includes data collection, analysis and presentation. The experience of fieldwork draws together 

pupils’ locational knowledge and that of human and physical processes. It supports pupils to appreciate the 

interplay between them. Teachers are responsible for making sure that children participate in fieldwork 

during each topic. Subject leads will monitor fieldwork across school each term to ensure a good 

coverage of fieldwork is being completed. Your fieldwork does not need to link to your current topic, but 

you must ensure the children are participating in geographical learning outdoors. 

 

 



Role of the subject leads 

• To ensure a high profile of the subject is present across the school. 

 • To ensure a full range of relevant and effective resources are available to enhance and support learning.  

• To ensure progression of the key knowledge and skills identified within each unit and ensure that these 

are integral to the programme of study and secure at the end of each age phase.  

• To monitor books and ensure key knowledge and progression is clear.  

• To observe Geography lessons in order to help staff develop their practice.  

• To monitor planning and oversee the teaching of Geography.  

• To ensure that the Geography curriculum includes all learners through the use of quality first teach.  

• To ensure that approaches are informed by and in line with current identified good practice and 

pedagogy.  

• Analyse Geography data across the school. 

• To deliver staff meetings and find CPD opportunities for staff from outside agencies 

 

Signed: E.Williams and N.Logue (subject lead) 
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