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Geography Progression of Skills  
 

 EYFS Year 1 Year2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Locational 
Knowledge 

Identify that 
we live in 
Bury. 
 
Investigate 
where family 
come from 
and locate on 
a world map 
 
Locate events 
that arise as 
part of 
children’s 
interest 
 
Habitats 
Where do 
animals live 
around the 
world? 
Oceans, 
rainforests, 
deserts etc 
 
Introduce, 
understand 
and use 
directional 

Locate Bury on a map  
 
 
Locate four countries 
and capital cities 
 
Locate and name on 
UK map major 
features of England, N 
Ireland, Scotland and 
Wales e.g. London, 
River Thames 
 
Locate the four seas 
that surround the UK 
 
Locate Asia on a globe 
and a map 
Locate China and India  
Locate Pakistan 
NSEW 
Follow directions 
(up/down, left/right, 
forwards/backwards, 

Locate and name 
the seven 
continents and five 
oceans 
 
Locate coastal 
regions in the UK  
Locate further UK 
cities linked to 
coastal areas 
 
Locate the Equator  
Use northern and 
southern 
hemisphere when 
discussing global 
position 
 
Locate Kenya in 
Africa 
 
Locate where the 
Massai Tribe live  
 
Locate North and 
South Poles and 
discuss Antarctica 
and Kenya as hot 

Locate UK cities, 
counties and 
regions (focus NW 
England) 
 
 Begin to use 8 
Compass points N 
E S W NE NW SE 
SW 
 
Locate the Lake 
District 
 
Locate and label 
the Tropics of 
Cancer and 
Capricorn. 
 
Locate and recap 
poles 
 
Name and locate 
the longest rivers 
in the world. 
Consolidate N/S 
hemisphere when 
locating. 
 

Locate European 

countries incl 

Russia 

Locate Eastern 

European 

countries 

 

Locate the 

Mediterranean 

 

Use 8 compass 

points. 

 

Locate lines of 

longitude and 

latitude. 

 

Consolidate  

Northern and 

Southern 

Hemisphere 

Consolidate 

Tropics 

 Significance of 

Locate North 
and South 
America 
 
Locate countries 

that lie within 

the Americas 

 
Locate world’s 
biomes and 
vegetation belts 
 
Locate climate 
zones 
 
Grid lines and 
references 
Eastings and 
northings 
 
Locate using 
maps for 
different 
purposes 
 
Locate Arctic 
and Antarctic 
Circle (English 
link) 

Locate 
Oceania/Australia  
Island Nations 
 
Consolidate 
location of: N/S 
Hemispheres 
Tropics 
Latitude/Longitude 
Time zones 
 
Poverty Line 
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language eg 
up down 
forwards 
backwards 
left and right 

and cold places due 
to global position. 
 
Consolidate NSEW 
compass points 
  
 

Locate places on 
larger scale maps 
e.g. map of UK 
and continents 
studied. 
  

Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian and 

time zones (day 

and night) 

 
 

Place 
Knowledge 

What can we 
see in our 
locality.  
Introduce 
idea that 
rivers and hills 
have not been 
made by 
humans and 
houses etc 
have. 
What is 
Pakistan like? 
 

Bury  
England, Ireland, 
Scotland Wales 
London, Belfast, 
Edinburgh, Cardiff 
India H&P 
Study of an Indian 
village 
China H&P 
Beijing 

Focus in on H&P 
geography of a 
coastal 
region/seaside 
town 
 
Contrast H&P Geog 
of UK and Kenya 
(non-European 
country) 
 
Antarctica – lack of 
HF and connection 
to location 

Name places that 

the equator 

passes through. 

 
H&P geography of 
UK cities and 
regions 
 
Landscape of the 
UK 

H&P geography 
of the 
Meditteranean 
 
H&P geography 
of  European  
countries (link to 
children in class) 
 
 

H&P geography 
of a region 
within N/S 
America 
50 states of USA 
Countries: 
Mexico, Peru, 
Brazil 
City: New York 

H&P geography of 
Oceania 
Island Nations 
New Zealand 
Papua New Guinea 
Australia  
Compare climate 

Physical 
Features 
 
 

Introduce 
term physical 
feature as 
something 
that humans 
have not 
created.  
Observe 
features when 
investigating 
locality: river, 

Physical features of 
Bury 
River Roch 
River Irwell 
Mountains and rivers 
of 4 countries of UK 
River Thames 
Three Peaks 
 
Mountains and rivers 
of Asia 
India  

Continents and 
Oceans 
 
Introduce physical 
features of seven 
continents  
Bodies of water – 
oceans and seas 
 
Physical features of 
coastal regions: 

Rivers 

 

Hills and 

mountains linked 

to The Water 

Cycle  

 
Physical features 
of UK (counties) 
 

Mountains 

Physical features 

of Europe 

 

Physical features 

of the 

Mediterranean  

Mountains of 
North and South 
America 
 
Bodies of water 
around N/S 
America 
 
Natural 
resources of 
America 
 

Physical features 
of Oceania and 
Australia  
Island Nations 
 
Surrounding 
oceans/seas 
 
Natural Resources 
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hill, seasons, 
weather, soil 
 
Habitats: 
ocean, 
deserts 

Sahyadri Mountains 
K2 Pakistan 
Ganges 
China 
Yangtze 
Everest 

cliffs, hills, lakes, 
rivers and seas.  
 
Mountains and 
rivers of Africa 
Nile, Congo, 
Zambezi 
Mount Kilimanjaro 
Mount Kenya 

Lake District: lakes 
and mountains 

Biomes  
Vegetation belts  
Climate zones 
 
Machu Piccu 

Human 
Features 
 
 

What have 
humans made 
in our 
locality? 
School, park, 
houses, 
shops, 
factory. 
Discuss how 
humans have 
built roads 
and bus stops 
Why? 

Human features of 
Bury and immediate 
area 
Bury town centre. 
UK capital city 
landmarks 
India/China landmarks 
of cities 
Taj mahal 
Great Wall 
 

Key features of 7 
continents of the 
world 
7 wonders? 
Human features of 
coastal regions and 
seaside towns eg 
Blackpool 
 
Key features of 
Africa/Kenya 

Key features of UK 

regions and 

counties. 

Features of the 

Lake District 

Human features 

of Europe eg key 

landmarks 

 

 

Farming and 

agriculture 

Retail outlets 

Financial 

institutions 

Manufacturing 

facilities 

Compare and 
contrast key 
features of 
countries and 
cities in N/S 
America 
 
Christ the 
Redeemer Brazil 
  

HF of 
Oceania/Australia 
Settlements  
Transport 
Infrastructure 
Retail 
Farming 
 

Human 
Processes 
 
 

How do we 
travel to 
school and 
further afield? 
How do we 
travel to see 
our families 
abroad? 

Transport in UK and 
Asia 
Settlements. Where 
do people live? 
Pollution – How can 
we look after our 
locality? 

Tourism in coastal 
regions 
Transport in Kenya 
Settlements 
(Massai) 

Rural and Urban 

Settlements 

 

Tourism in the 

Lake District and 

how it is affecting 

the region 

Employment: 

Migration 

Settlements 

Industry 

Travel and leisure 

and tourism 

  

Economic 
Activity and 
Trade 
 

Our Diverse World 
Settlements 
Migration 
Population 
Energy and 
sustainable living 
Travel 
Pollution 
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What jobs do 
we want to 
do? 

(positive/negative)  Distribution of 
natural resources: 
food, minerals and 
water 
 

Physical 
Process 

Discuss 
climate 
change 
through 
quality texts 
Urang u Tan 
in My 
Bedroom 

Climate change 
through extreme 
weather in India eg 
flooding  

Antarctica – 
melting ice 
Coastal erosion in 
the UK 

The Water Cycle 
Erosion and 
deposition 
associated with 
rivers 
Erosion of paths in 
Lake District 
 

Volcanoes 
Earthquakes 
  
 

Ocean 
circulation  
Climate change 
(link to biomes) 

Climate change 
Erosion 

Techniques 
 

Using and 
Drawing 
Maps 
*link to 
digimaps 
once 
purchased 
and trained 

Draw story 
maps 
Draw maps of 
characters 
journeys 
 
Introduce 
locational and 
directional 
language 
 
Look at globes 
and large 
maps of the 
world 
 
Begin to draw 
routes 

Use a simple picture 
map to move around 
the school and 
recognise that it is 
about a place. 
 
Use own symbols on 
imaginary map. 
 
Introduce aerial maps 
and photographs of 
Bury and satellite 
images 
 
Follow routes 
 
Draw routes and basic 
maps 

Follow a route on a 
map.  
 
Use a plan view.  
Use aerial maps 
and photographs  
 
Use an infant atlas 
to locate places. 
 
Begin to 
understand the 
need for a key.  
 
Use class agreed 
symbols to make a 
simple key. 
 

Locate places on 
larger scale maps 
e.g. map of UK. 
Follow a route on 
a map with some 
accuracy. (e.g. 
whilst 
orienteering) 
Know why a key is 
needed and use 
standard symbols. 
 
Use co-ordinates 
 
Use 8 points of a 
compass N S E W 
NE NW SE SW 
(regions) 

Locate places on 
large scale maps, 
(e.g. Find UK or 
Russia on a globe)   
 
Follow a route on 
a large-scale map. 
 
Know why a key 
is needed and use 
symbols 
 
Begin to 
recognise 
symbols on an OS 
map. 

Compare maps 
with aerial 
photographs.   
 
Select a map for 
a specific 
purpose. (E.g. 
Pick atlas to find 
Canada, OS map 
to find local 
village.)  
 
Begin to use 
atlases to find 
out about other 
features of 
places. (e.g. find 

Draw a sketch map 
using symbols and 
a key 
Use/recognise OS 
map symbols 
 
Use atlas symbols. 
 
 
Maps for different 
purposes 
Poverty line 
6 figure grid 
references 
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Introduce 4 compass 
points NSEW 
 
Use locational and 
directional language 
(near far left right) 

Compass points 
NSEW 

 
Try to make a map 
of a short route 
experienced, with 
features in correct 
order 
Try to make a 
simple scale 
drawing. 

wettest part of 
the world) 
 
Draw a sketch 
map using 
symbols and a 
key 
Use/recognise 
OS map symbols 

Geographical 
Enquiry 

Respond to 
questions 
about our 
locality. 
What can we 
see? 
Introduce 
vocabulary eg 
river, town, 
street, road, 
tree, forest 
etc 
 
Use simple 
information 
books and 
story books as 
sources of 
information. 
UW ELG 
Describe their 
immediate 
environment 
using 

Teacher led enquiries, 
to ask and respond to 
simple closed 
questions.  
 
Use information 
books/pictures as 
sources of 
information.  
 
Investigate their 
surroundings  
 
Make observations 
about where things 
are e.g. within school 
or local area. 
 
Use NF books, stories, 
maps, pictures/photos 
and internet as 
sources of 
information. 
 

Children 
encouraged to ask 
simple 
geographical 
questions; Where 
is it? What's it like?  
 
Use NF books, 
stories, maps, 
pictures/photos 
and internet as 
sources of 
information. 
 
 Investigate their 
surroundings  
 
Make appropriate 
observations about 
why things happen.  
 
Make simple 
comparisons 

Begin to 

ask/initiate 

geographical 

questions.  

Use NF books, 

stories, atlases, 

pictures/photos 

and internet as 

sources of 

information.  

Investigate places 

and themes at 

more than one 

scale  

Begin to collect 

and record 

evidence 

 Analyse evidence 

and begin to draw 

conclusions e.g. 

Ask and respond 

to questions and 

offer their own 

ideas.  

Extend to satellite 

images, aerial 

photographs  

Investigate places 

and themes at 

more than one 

scale  

Collect and 

record evidence 

with some aid  

Analyse evidence 

and draw 

conclusions e.g. 

make 

comparisons 

between 

Begin to suggest 
questions for 
investigating 
 
 Begin to use 
primary and 
secondary 
sources of 
evidence in their 
investigations. 
 
 Investigate 
places with 
more emphasis 
on the larger 
scale; 
contrasting and 
distant places  
 
 Collect and 
record evidence 
unaided 
 

Suggest questions 
for investigating 
  
 Use primary and 
secondary sources 
of evidence in 
their 
investigations.  
Investigate places 
with more 
emphasis on the 
larger scale; 
contrasting and 
distant places  
 
Collect and record 
evidence unaided  
 
Analyse evidence 
and draw 
conclusions e.g. 
from field work 
data on land use 
comparing land 
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knowledge 
from 
observation, 
stories, 
nonfiction 
texts and 
maps. 
PCC ELG 
Explain some 
similarities 
and 
differences 
between life 
in this country 
and life in 
other 
countries, 
drawing on 
knowledge 
from stories, 
non-fiction 
texts  
 
 

between features 
of different places. 

make comparisons 

between two 

locations using 

photos/ pictures, 

temperatures in 

different 

locations. 

locations 

photos/pictures/ 

maps 

 Analyse 
evidence and 
draw 
conclusions e.g. 
compare 
historical maps 
of varying scales 
e.g. temperature 
of various 
locations - 
influence on 
people/everyday 
life 
 
 
 

use/temperature, 
look at patterns 
and explain 
reasons behind it 

Fieldwork 
*Digimaps  

 Use simple fieldwork and observational skills 
to study the geography of their school and 
its grounds and the key human and physical 
features of its surrounding environment 

Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans 
and graphs and digital technologies 

Local walks 
Visit local 
farm 

Investigate immediate 
locality by exploring 
our houses, the local 
park, farm, factory 
and river. 

Visit Blackpool 
linked to coastal 
town unit 
 

Orienteering  

 

 

Visit River Roch 

Employment in 

Bury town centre 

 

Shopping survey 
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Mini beast 
hunts in our 
environment 
 

Walk to Bury to 
investigate key human 
features in the town 
centre eg streets, 
shops, offices 
Draw maps and use 
directional language 
in the locality NSEW 

Continue to 
explore using 
compass directions 
on the school 
grounds 

linked to rivers 

unit 

 

Geographical 

enquiry linked to 

litter picking in the 

locality. 

 

 

 


