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EYFS Science Overview 
 

Concept Nursery Reception 

Animals inc Humans 
 
 
 

All About Me 
Owls – visit from an owl. Naming 
features of birds 
People who Help Us 
Visit from a vet – identifying pets and 
how to care for animals 
On the Farm 
Identifying and naming farm animals 
Visit to Cronshaw Fold Farm 
How do people care for farm animals? 
What do animals need to survive? 

All About Me 
Describe people who are familiar to them.  
Learn about how to take care of themselves. 
Naming parts of the body. 
Human life cycle – humans growing and changing (books) 
Journey Around our World 
Identify, name and describe animals that live in different habitats. 
 
Class Trips – Chester Zoo/Blue Planet 
 
Minibeasts 
Visit from real minibeasts! 

Plants 
 
      

In the Garden 
Planting and caring for seeds (potatoes 
and cress) 
Key features of a plant life-cycle 
Key concepts of growth, change and 
decay 

Exploring the natural world around them. 
Observing plants in the locality and how they change throughout 
the seasons.  
Planting seeds in the outdoor area, discussing how to care for 
plants 
Draw pictures of plants  
Forest School activities. 

Living Things and 
Their Habitats 
                    

Around the World 
Exploring different countries and which 
animals we may find there. 
Reading books eg possum magic when 
‘visiting’ Australia 

Journey Around our World 
Identify, name and describe animals that live in different habitats. 
Understanding that animals live in different places around the 
world. Identifying animals that live in different habitats. 

Evolution/Inheritance 
 

 All About Me 
Key features of human lifecycle through stories linked to topic. 
Humans produce offspring (Once were Giants, Paper Dolls) 

Seasonal Changes Making sense of their physical world.  Seasonal walks in the locality in autumn, winter, spring and 
summer. How does our locality change due to season change? 
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Children respond to immediate 
environment including changes in 
weather. Using vocab eg rain, sun, 
snow, sleet, hail, cold, hot etc 

Texts selected to share with children about the changing seasons.  
Discuss seasonal features 

Forces 
 

Explore and talk about different forces 
they can feel. 
Exploration in water play 
Stretching materials, snapping twigs 
Plan and introduce vocab for provision 
eg bend, stretch, pull, push  

Traditional Tales 
DT – Boats 
Explore how the wind can move objects. 
Explore how objects move in water 
 
Exploring magnets – investigation which materials are attracted to 
the magnet. Attraction and repulsion 

Light  Exploring shadows 
Exploring rainbows 

Sound Phase 1 phonics  
Environmental sounds 
Loud sounds/quiet sounds 
Sounds can sound different. 
Exploring sounds musical instruments 
make 

Music – exploring pitch and tone through Charanga curriculum. 

Earth and Space  Journey around our World 
Introduction to space – sun, moon and planets 
Space travel 
Mae Jemison 
NF Texts chosen to support understanding. 

Electricity  Children discuss that objects need electricity to work. 
Why do the lights come on? 
How does the tv work? Basic knowledge that we plug things in to 
work 
Batteries make things work. 

Materials Talk about the difference between 
materials and changes they notice. 

Minibeasts 
What is the best material for Incy Wincey’s shelter? Introduction to 
how some materials are waterproof and some are not. 
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States of matter – children have 
opportunities to observe materials 
changing from one state to another 
through cooking. 
Observing ice melting outside 
Investigating how materials feel eg soft, 
hard etc 
Materials in the workshop 
 

 
Traditional Tales 
Best material to make a boat? 
 
DT curriculum link 
 
Exploration of materials – provision what do we notice? Introducing 
the idea that some materials are hard, soft, see through etc 
 
Seasonal cooking – soup, blackberry muffins – melting butter 

 


