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Message from the Head of School 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 



As we approach the festive season, I want to take this opportunity to thank you for your 

continued support throughout the Autumn Term. It has been a joy to see the children 

flourish and share in so many wonderful moments together. 

Important Dates: 

• School finishes for Christmas: Friday 19th December at 2:00pm. 

• Spring Term begins: Monday 5th January at 8:45am. 

School Production – “Superstar” 

We are delighted to invite you to our Christmas production: 

• A Classes: Thursday 18th December at 9:15am 

• B Classes: Thursday 18th December at 1:45pm 

We hope you can join us for these special performances and celebrate the children’s hard 

work and creativity. 

A Festive Message 

On behalf of all the staff at St Thomas’s, I wish you and your families a joyful and peaceful 

Christmas break. May this season bring warmth, happiness, and time to cherish with loved 

ones. We look forward to welcoming everyone back in January for an exciting Spring Term 

ahead. 

Thank you for being part of our school community. 

Warm regards, 

Mrs Butler 

Head of School 



Attendance and Punctuality  

 

Our school gates are open from 8:40am until 8:55am, and open again at 3:10pm when 

school finishes.  

The register for the first session will be taken at 8:55am and will be kept open by the class 

teacher until 9:00am. Following this, any late arrivals will be recorded by staff in the office 

who will record and update any changes on arrival.  

Absence 

Parents must notify the school on each day of absence by 8:45am or as soon as practically 

possible.  

When phoning school to inform of your child’s absence, please press 1 on the menu unless 

you need to speak to the office staff. When leaving a message, please clearly state your 

child’s name, class and the reason for their absence.  

If your child has sickness/diarrhoea, they must not attend school for 24 hours after the bout 

of symptoms.  

Medical or Dental Appointments 

Missing registration for a medical or dental appointment is counted as an authorised 

absence if the office has been informed of the appointment in advance.  



However, we encourage parents to make medical and dental appointments out of school 

hours where possible. Where this is not possible, the pupil should be out of school for the 

minimum amount of time necessary.  

We request that an appointment card is shown at the office in advance of the appointment 

so the class teacher can be informed. 

Holidays During Term Time 

Taking holidays in term time will affect a child’s schooling as much as any other absence and 

we expect parents to help us by not taking children away during term time.  

If you need to request a holiday during term time, then you will need to complete a Leave of 

Absence form which can be obtained from the school office.  

Although the school will look at each request for leave on its own merit, requests will only 

be authorised for exceptional circumstances.  

When taking your child out of school when a holiday is not authorised/requested, you may 

face legal action under Section 444 (1) or (1A) of the Education Act 1966 or be issued with a 

Penalty Notice under Section 23 of the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003.  

Penalty Notices are issued per parent, per child at £80 each if paid within 21 days and rising 

to £160 each if paid within 28 days. Failure to pay a Penalty Notice will result in the Local 

Authority taking legal action against you under Section 444 (1) of the Education Act 1966.  

 

The full version of our attendance policy can be found on the school website. We appreciate 

your cooperation in supporting your child's attendance and punctuality. Regular school 

attendance enhances their learning experience and helps them achieve their full potential. 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding attendance, please do not hesitate to 

contact the school office. Together, let's ensure every school day is filled with enriching 

educational experiences for our children. 



 

 



 

Playground Redevelopment  

As our playground redevelopment project continues, we're very happy to share that our 

Harbour playground has now been completed!  

As the before-and-after images show, what was once a plain, open space has been 

revitalised into a bright, engaging environment designed to inspire play, movement and 

imagination. The new colourful surface markings, pathways and activity zones invite children 

to explore, be active and enjoy outdoor learning in a safe and welcoming setting. This 

redevelopment not only enhances the look of our outdoor area but also supports physical 

development, creativity and social interaction, giving our children a playground they can 

truly enjoy for years to come. 

The redevelopment of the main playground is due to start in February.  

 

1 - The Harbour playground before work began 



 

 

Christmas Fair 

 

Our Christmas fair was a tremendous success once again this year! Thanks to your incredible 

generosity and support, we raised an astounding £1,418 for our school fund.  



The resounding success of the fair was a collective effort, and I extend my deepest gratitude 

to each one of you for your contributions, whether it was through donations, support, or 

simply being there to enjoy the festivities. 

A heartfelt thank you goes out to all of our staff for their exceptional dedication and hard 

work in orchestrating this fantastic event. 

Once again, thank you for your unwavering support, generosity, and for making our 

Christmas fair an outstanding achievement. Your contributions have made a meaningful 

difference and have truly embodied the spirit of giving during this festive season. 

Reception Applications 2026 

 

A reminder that the deadline to submit your applications for Reception for September 2026 

is on Thursday 15th January 2026.  

You will find out which school your child has been allocated on Thursday 16th April 2026. 

Information on the application process, key dates and how to apply online can be found on 

the Bury Council website via the following link;  

https://www.bury.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/school-admissions/primary-school  

https://www.bury.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/school-admissions/primary-school


Dates for the Diary 

 

Our key dates for the diary are listed below, please note that these dates may change and 

reminders for upcoming events will be posted on Parent Hub 

Wednesday 17th December - Christmas Dinner Day 

Thursday 18th December - Christmas Performances; Class A at 9:15am and Class B at 

1:45pm 

Friday 19th December  - School closes at 2pm for half term 

Monday 5th January - School reopens for Spring 1 

Tuesday 6th January  - Reception and Year 1 Chester Zoo Trip 

Thursday 15th January  - Year 4 Deva Roman Experience Trip 

Wednesday 21st January  - Year 5 Jodrell Bank Trip 

Monday 2nd February to Friday 6th February  - Year 4A Swimming Lessons 

Monday 9th February to Friday 13th February  - Year 4B Swimming Lessons 

Friday 13th February - School closes for half term 

Monday 23rd February - School reopens for Spring 2 



Term Dates for 2025/26 

 



Prayer 

 

As we come to the end of this term and prepare to celebrate the joyous season of Christmas, 

we give thanks for the many blessings we have received. We are grateful for the hope and 

joy that this time of year brings, reminding us of the love and light that entered the world 

with the birth of Jesus. 

We thank you for our school community, for the students, parents, teachers, and staff who 

work together to create a nurturing and supportive environment. May this Christmas season 

be a time of rest and renewal for all, filled with moments of peace and happiness. 

We pray for those who may be facing challenges or difficulties, that they may find comfort 

and hope in the promise of Christmas. Help us to reach out to one another with kindness 

and compassion, sharing the joy of the season with those around us. 

As we look forward to the new year, may we carry the spirit of Christmas in our hearts, 

striving to bring hope and joy to our community every day. Guide us in our efforts to learn, 

grow, and support one another, and bless our school with continued success and harmony. 

Amen. 



Contact Us 

 

If you wish to contact us  

 

St Thomas's Primary School 

Pimhole Road 

BL9 7EY 

0161 764 7565 

stthomas@bury.gov.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at www.stthomascep.co.uk   

On Twitter @StThomasBury 

https://www.stthomascep.co.uk/
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